THE ATAGAMA DESERT is one of the great arid districts in northern
Chile. Much of this region is as barren as the eroded hills in the back-
ground, and a stretch of land with water enough to supply cactus and
thorn bushes is a welcome relief to travelers weary with the glare of

the sun on bare sand and rocks. Huge cactus plants grow up in many
fantastic forms showing a strange beauty all their own, and give a touch
of contrast to the reddish landscape. The foremost rider is wearing the
poncho so popular for country use in Chile.